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“PUTTING PREMIUM ON THE VALUE 
OF ECOSYSTEMS SERVICES”
OUR ENVIRONMENTAL ADVOCACY EXPERIENCE IN DAVAO CITY



OUTLINE

• Brief background of IDIS

• Davao City being promoted as green and sustainable city

• Environmental issues and concerns in the city

• Environmental policy advocacy

• Continuing Calls for Action



IDIS VISION STATEMENT

“All peoples are stakeholders who have the right to, and the 

duty to care for healthy watersheds”.

MISSION

“IDIS advocates for the protection and management 

of life-sustaining watersheds, from ridge-to-reef,

in South-Central Mindanao”.





DECISION-

MAKERS

TARGET:

Networking and partnership 

/coalition-building

ISSUE

Campaign Organizing

Policy Advocacy –

inside and outside

Research  and 

popularization

Watershed organizing

Multi-Media advocacy

Capacity 

Building



LIFE IS HERE



Davao City :
A City of (8) Rivers
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WHERE IS DAVAO CITY NOW?

•Cleanest and greenest highly urbanized 

City in the Philippines;

• Most culture-friendly City in the Philippines;

• The Philippines’ most livable City;

• The most child-friendly City in the 

Philippines;



MOST RECENT RECOGNITION

2nd ASEAN Certificate of Recognition for Clean Air, 

Clean Water, and Clean Land 2014



WHERE IS DAVAO CITY NOW?

•Home of the 16th President of the Republic of 

the Philippines

• Draws more investments and infrastructure 

projects;

• In-migration of people in different parts of 

the country;



WHAT ARE THE WATERSHED 
ISSUES IN DAVAO CITY?





ISSUES

Massive expansion of agribusiness 
plantations/monocultures and 
unsustainable economic activities 
pose great danger to people and the 
environment:

• Soil erosion

• Sedimentation of water bodies

• Flashfloods

• Loss of biodiversity

• Pesticide poisoning/contamination, aerial spraying

• Compromises food security

• Endangers our water sources

 Poor regulation / very poor implementation of environmental laws 

that would guard against the excesses of agribusiness plantations 

and other economic and human activities

– PD 1586 not properly implemented

– Policies are being changed to accommodate influx of ‘development’

– Lack of corporate social responsibility



ISSUE

Farmers, upland communities, water 

users, food consumers, lowland 

communities, fisherfolk:

Practically EVERYONE is affected



Flood-Prone

Areas Map



Erosion Susceptibility Map



Landslide 

Occurrence Map



Landslide

Susceptibility Map



Groundwater Recharge

Potential Map



Land Use Capability

and Environmental 

Management Map







“NATURE PROVIDES INNUMERABLE SERVICES THAT 
UNDERPIN FOOD SECURITY, HUMAN WELL-BEING AND 
INDEED, THE GLOBAL ECONOMY. THESE SERVICES ARE 
RARELY VALUED IN TERMS THAT CAN BE ENTERED INTO 
ECONOMIC DEBATES WITHIN NATIONAL PLANNING 
PROCESSES AND, LACKING VISIBLE VALUE, THEY ARE 
OFTEN TRADED AWAY INAPPROPRIATELY. IF BIODIVERSITY 
AND ECOSYSTEM SERVICES ARE TO BE INCORPORATED 
INTO DECISION-MAKING PROCESSES, THEY MUST BE 
DESCRIBED IN TERMS THAT DECISION MAKERS CAN 
UNDERSTAND AND USE” (UNEP-WCMC).



•Ecosystems provide a variety of goods and

services upon which people depend. 

• Ecosystem goods include the "tangible, material 

products“ of ecosystem processes—food, construction 

materials, medicinal plants—in addition to less 

tangible items like tourism and recreation.



•Ecosystem services, on the other hand, are 

generally "improvements in the condition or 

location of things of value".

•These include things like the maintenance of 

hydrological cycles, cleaning air and water, 

the maintenance of oxygen in the 

atmosphere, crop pollination and even 

things like beauty of landscape, etc.



OUR ENGAGEMENTS IN POLICY ADVOCACY



 WATERSHED-BASED 

MANAGEMENT

Watershed management, in its simplest terms means 

managing upstream activities and resources wisely 

so that downstream remains healthy.

“Watershed management” is the process of guiding and 

organizing land and other resource uses in a watershed to 

provide a desired goal and services without adversely 

affecting the watershed areas and water resources 

(Watershed Code, 2007).



POLICIES FOR IMPLEMENTATION

• WATERSHED CODE

• ORGANIC AGRICULTURE ORDINANCE

• WATER CODE

• RAIN WATER HARVESTING ORDINANCE

• AMENDED ZONING ORDINANCE AND COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN

• BICYCLE ORDINANCE

• BAN MINING ORDINANCE

• BAN AERIAL SPRAY ORDINANCE



POLICIES FOR LEGISLATION

• BAN AERIAL SPRAY BILL / ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER BANNING AERIAL SPRAY 

(National)

• ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER STRENGTHENING THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

STATEMENT SYSTEM / ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT BILL (National)

• Empowerment Ordinance (Local)

• Environment Code (for drafting)

• PERMEABLE PARKING SPACES

• ECONOMIC VALUATION



The “Save Davao Green Spaces Campaign”



“Section 13. More Green Spaces: For

projects which are of socio-economic and

environmental significance and/or national

interest with project area of one (1) hectare

and above, the project proponent shall

allocate ten percent (10%) of the total

land area for more green spaces to be

planted by trees and ornamental plants

and/or to be developed for water pond

purposes, in addition to open space already

required by law.”















THE FOUR LAWS OF ECOLOGY

1) Everything is connected to everything else

2) Everything must go somewhere

3) Nature knows best

4) There is no such thing as a free lunch



DAGHANG SALAMAT!


